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2110 State Road
Ashtabulz, Ohio 44004

Acme Scrép Metal | | . | , q}}qlg

OHD 017-%11-031

Acme Scrzp Metal is located near the City of Ashtabula, Ashtabula,
County, Chio. Acme is located in an industrial area that is one

of the leérgest and most diversified concentrations of chemical plants
in Ohio. Acme is bordered by RMI to the west, Gulf & Western to the
north anc east, and Conrail Railroad to the south. Acme Scrdp Metal
receives PCB transformers for disposal. The facility cuts and burns
transformers in order to recover copper, aluminum, and steel for
resale a< scrap metal.

Soil on fcme property is saturated with 01l and runoff is discharged
to Fields Brook via city storm sewers., The sewer outfall has had
frequent oil discharges. In 1981, an absorbent boom was placed in
Fields Erook by the OEPA to contain the discharged 0il. The OEPA
asked Acme to maintain this boom. In the past, they have not
maintaired it properly and oil has entered into Fields Brook from
this are:¢. The facility's discharge has been sampled by the OEPA
and U.S. EPA and measured PCB levels in an oil layer at the outfall
and nearby soil have been in excess of 350 ppb and 114 ppb, respectively.
An 0i1 retention lagoon was installed in 1982 to capture oils from
site drainage. The facility has been the subject of a U.S. EPA PCB
Compliarce Report (1982). Numerous accidental fires have occurred
when perconnel using cutting torches ignited PCB laden oil in
transformers. Open fires have occurred from burning transformers,
which resulted in the issuance of open burning violations.

Based on targets (population potentially affected) and the nature of
PCB's it is recommended the site be given a low priority for FIT
activities. Additional investigation should focus on soil testing to
determine nature and extent of contamination. Sediment at culvert
and outfz11 should be sampled and remedial activities considered.
Burning ¢f PCB's at insufficient temperatures increases the potential
for dioxin formation. This should be addressed during soil sampling.
Investigetions should be incorporated into the ongoing Fields Brook
NPL project. A medium priority is recommended for ongoing State
activities as it relates to the Fields Brook site.
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